
M y  R h i n o c e r o s
B y  J o n  A g e e

  

W h a t  d o e s  t h e  w o r d  ‘ e x o t i c ’
m e a n ?  

C a n  y o u  t h i n k  o f  a n y  o t h e r
‘ e x o t i c ’  a n i m a l s ?

  

H o w  d o e s  t h e  r h i n o c e r o s  s a v e
t h e  d a y  i n  t h e  s t o r y ?

W h a t  i s  t h e  r h i n o c e r o s '
u n e x p e c t e d  s u p e r p o w e r ?

Some suggested activities:

This is a hilarious story where a boy finds out that his pet rhinoceros can do a lot
more than he bargained for!

If you should ever get a rhinoceros for a pet, you’re in for a surprise. It won’t chase
a ball. Or a stick. Or a frisbee. In fact, according to the experts, a rhinoceros does
only two things: pop balloons and poke holes in kites. But don’t be discouraged. As
you’ll discover in this book, rhinoceroses can do more—so much more—than that!

T h i s  i s  t h e  i d e a l  b o o k  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  s k i l l s  a n d  e n h a n c i n g
u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  B e l o w  a r e  s o m e  q u e s t i o n s  t o  y o u  c o u l d  c o n s i d e r  w h e n
r e a d i n g  t h i s  b o o k  w i t h  c h i l d r e n :

L o o k  a t  t h e  c o v e r  a n d  f i r s t  l i n e  o f  t h e  s t o r y :  ‘ W h e n  I  b o u g h t  m y  r h i n o c e r o s ,  I  d i d n ’ t  r e a l l y
k n o w  w h a t  I  w a s  g e t t i n g  i n t o ’ ,  w h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  w i l l  h a p p e n  n e x t ?  H o w  h a v e  t h e  f r o n t
c o v e r  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  l i n e  h e l p e d  y o u  c o m e  u p  w i t h  t h i s  i d e a ?

W h o  a r e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h e
b o o k ?

W h o  i s  t e l l i n g  t h e  s t o r y ?

W h y  d o  y o u  t h i n k  t h e  b o y  w a s
d i s a p p o i n t e d  b y  h i s
r h i n o c e r o s ?  

H o w  d i d  h i s  f e e l i n g s  c h a n g e
a s  t h e  s t o r y  d e v e l o p e d ?

C a n  y o u  u s e  t h r e e  s e n t e n c e s  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  m i d d l e  a n d  e n d  o f
t h i s  t e x t ?

Think about your own pet or a
pet you would like to own and
research how to look after it.

Can you write a set of
instructions to explain this?

Think of an animal to match
every letter of the alphabet

e.g. A - ant, B - bat, C -
chameleon, D - dolphin etc.

Read a non-fiction book
about rhinoceroses or

another exotic animal and 
 create a fact file about the

animal.

Notes by Jenny Guest


